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Van and truck business news
6 August 2009

Note to broadcasters:  The SMMT has its own ISDN studio
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Weak demand continues for vans and trucks
· Registrations: 16,360 in July.  247,611 for the rolling year, down 36.8%.
· Trucks: 2,530 in July.  43,306 for the rolling year, down 26.2%.
· Vans: 13,830 for the month.  204,305 for the rolling year, down 38.6%.
	New van and truck registrations in the United Kingdom – 2009

	
	July
	% change
	Year to date
	% change

	Total
	16,360
	- 38.4%
	126,908
	- 43.9%

	Vans
	13,830
	- 37.4%
	106,451
	- 44.4%

	Trucks
	2,530
	- 43.4%
	20,457
	- 40.8%


“July saw both van and truck registrations fall some 40% on July 08 as firms continue to avoid buying new vehicles,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “But with truck makers and their dealers holding some stocks and sterling still weak against the pound there has seldom been a better time to do a good deal, especially with the 59 plate due in September.  Truck prices are bound to rise, probably quite sharply and quite soon, particularly for new-build models.  We don’t expect any truck registration rise until those 59 plate trucks go to work.”
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ALL LCV TO 3.5 TRUCKS:


Notes:

At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 16.8% since 1997.

Each vehicle made in Britain requires half the energy to produce than it did just five years ago, saving an estimated 700,000 tonnes of CO2 a year. Total combined waste to landfill down by more than half, from 80,399 tonnes in 2000 to 39,862 tonnes in 2006.  For more details, download SMMT's ninth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT website www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
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Light commercial vehicles to 3.5t
· Rolling year: down 38.6%, 204,305.
· Month: down 37.4%, 13,830.
· YTD: down 44.4%, 106,451.
Light vans to 2t
· Rolling year: down 36.3%, 41,563.
· Month: down 33.6%, 2,689.
· YTD: down 41.7%, 21,399.
4x4 utility vehicles
· Rolling year: down 25.6%, 3,987.
· Month: down 13.4%, 251.
· YTD: down 25.7%, 2,384.
[image: image5.emf]Pick-ups

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

Jul-2009 Jul-2008 RYT 09 RYT 08

5000

7500

10000

12500

15000

17500

20000


[image: image6.emf]Medium Vans

2200

2250

2300

2350

2400

2450

2500

2550

2600

2650

Jul-2009 Jul-2008 RYT 09 RYT 08

15000

17500

20000

22500

25000

27500

30000


[image: image7.emf]Heavy Vans

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

14000

16000

Jul-2009 Jul-2008 RYT 09 RYT 08

100000

120000

140000

160000

180000

200000

220000

240000


Pick-ups
· Rolling year: down 48.9%, 9,108.
· Month: down 26.6%, 567.
· YTD: down 40.5%, 5,495.
Medium vans
· Rolling year: down 28.7%, 21,012.
· Month: up 11.8%, 2,624.
· YTD: down 25.9%, 12,686.
Heavy vans
· Rolling year: down 40.2%, 128,635.
· Month: down 47.4%, 7,699.
· YTD: down 48.5%, 64,487.
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Trucks
· Rolling year: down 26.2%, 43,306.
· Month: down 43.4%, 2,530.
· YTD: down 40.8%, 20,457.
Rigids
· Rolling year: down 24.3%, 30,058.
· Month: down 39.4%, 1,917.
· YTD: down 36.1%, 15,219.
Two-axle tractors
· Rolling year: down 24.3%, 3,105.
· Month: down 51.3%, 112.
· YTD: down 50.7%, 1,004.
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Three-axle tractors
· Rolling year: down 31.6%, 10,143.
· Month: down 53.3%, 501.
· YTD: down 51.4%, 4,234.
Trucks less than 6t gvw
· Rolling year: down 38.0%, 211,947.
· Month: down 36.9%, 14,379.
· YTD: down 43.8%, 110,576.
Trucks 6t and over gvw
· Rolling year: down 28.5%, 35,664.
· Month: down 47.4%, 1,981.
· YTD: down 44.4%, 16,332.
The SMMT, with the help of vehicle makers has re-defined the standard market sectors used for reporting new vehicle registrations.  This gives better alignment between UK and continental registration sectors.  The key aspects of the changes are detailed below. 

MVRIS CV segments, key changes from July 2009

Comparative details for 2008

Vans, utilities and pick-ups
Light 4x4 utilities remain the same.
Micro-vans remain the same.
Pick-ups are now all in a single market sector, before they were in two categories:  car type pick-ups 1.8–2.6t and 2.601-3.5t, depending on their gross vehicle weight.

LCVs – Other <1.8t.  The weight limit for this category rises to and includes 2.0t as well as all car-derived vans.

The remaining LCVs are now in four weight categories from 2.001–3.5t, based on their gross vehicle weight.

Rigids and tractors
Rigids, 3.501–7.4t are now split between two weight bands:  3.501–5.999t and 6.0–7.4t.
The weight limit for the category ‘rigid 12.001–15.0t’ increases to 16.0t.  Rigids >15.0t are now included in two-axle rigids >16.0t.

The five categories for tractors are cut to two:  Two-axle tractors and three-axle tractors.  This last also includes tractors with more than three axles.  We now classify tractors by the number of axles and not by their gross combined weight.
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